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no system at all, but an awkward compound of heterogeneous ingre- 
dients lacking every feature of symmetry, method, and convenience 
which could recommend it for general adoption. At any rate, it is 
better to use the decimal system in carrying out the processes of weigh- 
ing and measuring and completing the calculations, even if it should be 
thought necessary to translate the final results into English denomina- 
tions. Simple and convenient tables for effecting such transference 
from one system to the other are included in this volume. We cor- 
dially commend the whole work to the attention of all who are inter- 
ested in the higher departments of education and in the progress of 
American science. 



10. — A Memorial of the Federal Street Meeting-house. — A Discourse 
preached on Sunday Morning, March 13, 1859, by Rev. Ezra S. 
Gannett ; and Addresses delivered in the Afternoon of that Day, 
by Rev. S. B. Cruft, Rev. F. W. Holland, Rev. A. Smith, Rev. 
R. P. Rogers, Rev. R. C. Waterston. With an Appendix. 
Boston : Crosby, Nichols, Lee, & Co. 1860. 8vo. pp. 89. 

The historical associations which cluster around the meeting-house in 
Federal Street, or Long Lane, are of a character to remove this Memo- 
rial from the category of ordinary commemorative discourses, and to 
entitle it to special notice. For a hundred and thirty years the ground 
on which the Federal Street Meeting-house stood had been devoted to 
the purposes of religious worship ; and of the six ministers who have 
been successively settled over the parish, one, Dr. Belknap, was not 
less distinguished by his zeal in the cause of general literature and as 
the founder of the Massachusetts Historical Society, than by his fidelity 
as a pastor ; another, Dr. Popkin, having relinquished the ministerial 
office through a morbid self-distrust, was for many years the esteemed 
Professor of Greek in the neighboring University ; a third, Dr. Chan- 
ning, achieved a fame coextensive with the limits within which the 
English is a spoken language, and reaching even where his Works can 
be read only through the medium of translations ; 6,nd of a fourth, who 
still performs with rare ability and unsurpassed fidelity all the duties 
of pastor and teacher to which he was called thirty-six years ago, we 
may not now write the words which would find a quick response from 
all who have known him. In an earlier church-edifice than that which 
has just now given place to massive warehouses, the Massachusetts 
Convention of 1788 held its sessions, and, after protracted debates, 
ratified the Constitution of the United States, and turned the doubtful 
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balance in favor of Union and an organized government, — a circum- 
stance which led to the adoption, by common consent, of Federal Street 
as the name of the thoroughfare, in place of the more homely designa- 
tion by which it had been previously known. In the neighboring vestry 
was organized one of the most beneficent charities in this community, — 
the Benevolent Fraternity of Churches ; * and at a more recent period 
in the same building was established another noble charity, — the 
Home for the Incurable. Many other religious and philanthropic 
enterprises have also been more or less closely connected with the 
principal edifice, as the place where their yearly anniversaries were 
celebrated. 

The discourse which was delivered under the inspiration of these 
associations and others of a more private character, when the meeting- 
house was opened for the last time for religious services, fully meets 
the requirements of the occasion. In words of mingled pathos and of 
fervid eloquence, the preacher retraces the history of the Society and 
of its successive houses of worship, delineating in few and fit words 
the lives and characters of those who had preceded him in the sacred 
ministry, and not forgetting to impress on his hearers the lessons of 
Christian truth which the occasion was so well suited to impart. The 
other addresses are necessarily of a more personal character ; but they 
are all marked by good taste and a just appreciation of what was proper 
to be uttered in those last hours and to that crowded assembly. The 
Appendix contains a number of illustrative notes, and engravings of 
the meeting-house in which the Convention was held, and of that which 
was removed last year. Altogether the Memorial is an acceptable 
contribution to the increasing stores of historical and biographical lore. 



11. — The Poetical Works of Robert Sotjthey. With a Memoir of the 
Author. In Ten Volumes. Boston : Little, Brown, & Co. 1860. 
16mo. 

The extent to which this issue of the British Poets has been carried 
indicates at once the generous confidence of the publishers in the good 
sense and good taste of our people, and the degree in which that confi- 
dence has verified itself. One hundred and fifteen volumes have al- 
ready appeared, and in so high and even a style of excellence, that it 

* Of the nine " sons of the parish " who took part in the afternoon services, four 
had been, or were at that time, engaged in the work of the Ministry at Large under 
the direction of the Benevolent Fraternity of Churches. 



